
MARANTZ 10-8 TUNER: .. rather spectacular results." 

Q. Mr. Marantz, your new lOB stereo 
FM tuner has caused quite a stir in the 
hi·fi industry. Now that a large number 
are in the field, what reactions have you 
received? 
Mr. Marantz: The overwhelming 
reaction has been one of surprise from 
owners who found our claims were not 
exaggerated. One user wrote he had 
" ... taken w i th a grain of salt your 
statement that reception was as good as 
playback of the original tape or disc. 
However, after using the tuner for sev
eral days I felt I owed an apology for 
doubting the statement." This is typical. 
Q. What success have users had with 
fringe area reception? 
Mr. Marantz: Letters from owners dis
close some rather spectacular results. 
From the California coast, which is nor
mally a very difficult area, we have had 
many letters reporting clean reception 
from stations never reached before. An 
owner in Urbana, Illinois told us he 
receives Chicago stations 1.50 air miles 
away with a simple "rabbit ears" TV 
antenna. Another in Arlington, Virginia 
consistently receives fine signals from 
Lancaster, Pen nsylvania, 125 miles 
away; Philadelphi:l, 200 miles away, 
and three stations in Hichmond 100 
miles over mountains, which he said 
"come in as good as local stations." 
Q. For the benefit of these readers 
interested in the technical aspects, what 
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are the reasons for this improved fringe 
area performance? 
Mr. Marantz: Technical people will find 
it self-evident that the rare four-way 
combination of high sensitivity - better 
than 2 fLv, IHF -both phase linearity 
and ultra-sharp selectivity in our new 
advanced IF circuit, and a unique abil
ity to reach full quieting with very weak 
signals -SO db @ 3 fLV, 70 db @ 24 fLv 
-virtually spells out the lOB's superior 
reception capabilities. Engineers will 
also appreciate the additional fact that 
our circuitry exhibits very high rejection 
of "ENS I," or equivalent-noise-sidebancl
interference. 
Q. Co nsidering the lOB's excellent 
fringe area performance, shouldn't one 
pick up more stations across the dial? 
Mr. Marantz: Yes. The report published 
in the April edition of Audio Magazine 
claimed to have logged 53 stations with 
an ordinary folded dipole used in the 
reviewer's apartment, which was "more 
than ever before on any tuner!" 
Q. I appreciate, Mr. Marantz, that the 
lOB's built·in oscilloscope tuning and 
multipath indicator is very valuable in 
achieving perfect reception. How big a 
factor is this device in the total cost of 
the lOB? 
Mr. Marantz: \Nell, first we should note 
the fact that no manufacturer would 
offer a quality tuner without tuning and 
signal strength meters. Therefore, what 
we should really consider is the differ
ence in price between ordinary tuning 
meters, and our infinitely more useful 
and versatile Tuning/Multipath Indica
tor, which is only about $30! While our 
scope tube and a pair of moderately 
priced d' Arsonval meters costs about 
the same - slightly under $25 - the $30 
price differential covers the slight addi
tional power supply complexity, plus 
two more dual triode tubes with scope 

adjustments and a switch. The rest of 
the necessary associated circuitry \-vould 
be basically similar for both types of 
indicator. The price of the lOB tuner is 
easily justified b y  its sophisticated 
precision circuitry and extremely high
quality parts. 

Q. With the lOB's exceptionally high 
performance, does it have any commer
cial or professional application? 
Mr. Marantz: Yes, very much so. In fact, 
a growing number of FM stations are 
already using lOB's for monitoring their 
own broadcast quality. One station 
wrote that they discovered their lOB 
outperformed their expensive broadcast 
monitoring equipment, and were now 
using it for their multiplexing setup 
adjustments and tests. 

Q. Just how good is the general quality 
of FM stereo broadcast signals? 
Mr. Marantz: As I have remarked on 
previous occasions, the quality of FM 
broadcasting is far better than most 
people realize. The Model lOB tuner 
has proven this. What appeared to be 
poor broadcast quality was, in most 
instances, the inability of ordinary FM 
receiving circuits to do the job properly. 
The Model lOB, of course, is based on a 
number of entirely new circuit concepts 
designed to overcome these faults. 

Q. In other words, the man who uses a 
MARANTZ lOB FM tuner can now 
have true high fidelity reception? 
Mr. Marantz: Yes, very definitely-even 
under many conditions where reception 
may not have been possible before. This, 
of course, opens up a tremendous source 
of material for the man who wants to 
tape off the air, and who needs really 
good fidelity. He can, as many of the 
lOB owners are now doing, build a 
superb library of master-quality tapes, 
especially from live broadcasts. 

New price: $600-no excise tax • 
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